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125 INFAMY MUST NECESSARILY FALL SOMEWHERE." 
Mr. Burke's Speech of the 14th of February, 1790, 
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TI E following Speech is meant by 
the Editor as an appeal to every man of 
honour in England *. No anſwer was given 


to it in the Houſe, but all the facts of im- 


* In this he has followed the example of Mr. 
Burke, who, a few years ago, was ꝑleaſed to publiſh 


to the world, (what he had faid i in Parliament) that 
all the acts and monuments' in the records of pecu- 


lat ion, the conſolidated: corruption of ages, the pat- 
<« terns of exemplary plunder in the heroic times of 
e Roman iniquity, never equalled the gigantic cor- 
„ ruption of this ſingle at. Never did Nero, in all 
* the inſolent prodigality of deſpotiſm, deal out to 
* his Pretorian guards a donation fit to be named 
with the largeſs ſhowered down by our Chancellor 
* of the Exchequer on the Haijchful band of his Indian 
cc ſepoys.” 
Will any man now believe, that it was Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Dundas, of whom Mr. Burke then ſpoke in 


ſuch terms? But as he truly lays, 6e Infamy muſt 


e necedarily fall ſomewhere,” 
portance 


: 


„. 

portance were fully confirmed by Mr. Luſh- 
ington, the Chairman of the Court of Di- 
rectors. Mr. Baſtard wiſhed to adi journ the 
debate in order to give time for certain 
papers to be preſented, relative to late 
tranſactions in India, from which he meaut 
to draw ſome conclufions, well worthy the 
conſideration of the miniſterial fide of the 
Houſe, as the papers would prove, that the 
Governments in India now had been com- 
pelled to have recourſe to much ſtronger 
meafures than Mr. Haſtings ever had 
adopted ; and he RES) himſelf to prove 
_ the fact, if the Houſe would wait until he 
pa pers were FFT. 


i Br Dance ae 5. fig he felt no reg- 
ſon whatſoever to pauſe: the pledge ſo ſo - 
lenmly given, he was pofitive, could never be 
| redeemed. He knew that every ſtep taken 
by Lord Cornwalis and General Meadows 

was warranted by treattes ; | that Mr. Baſ- 
tard __ gone upon the information f 
| others, 


* 


others, not from a peruſal of the papers 


when he thought otherwiſe. For his om 


part, in the ſituation, in Which he ſtood, of 


fuch a tranſaction ſhould be proved, and that 
he had a ſhare in it, be owned, in the face 


of the public, that he ſhould. be totally 


barred from every plea of defence, if, while 
he heard a charge of | breach. of treaties, he 
were to vote for a continuance; of an im- 
peachment of others in that particular 


point. 


* 


The papers have ſince been preſented; 


and they prove that Mr. Baſtazd was point 


edly correct, and Mr. Dundas the India 


Walden as aer a wrong: 


17 


„% —_— 


where ſo ſtrong an aſſertion had been made 


on the one fide, and ſo poſitive a denĩal on 
the other, both parties wauld eagerly; agree: 


in making the papers as puhli as poſſible,, 


Accordingly, Mr, Baſtard moved theyhould; 


[vi] 
be printed. To this motion the Miniſter 
objected, on account of the expence. When 
it was renewed by another member, Mr. 
Dundas oppoſed it as uſeleſs, unleſs a 
charge was brought - the Houſe having 
already determined the point reſpecting Mr. 
Haſtings— and thus the matter ſtands. A 
Member aſſerts, that in the exigency of the 
public affairs in India the Government 
there has violated'a ſolemn treaty, that they 
have adopted meaſures infinitely ſtronger 
than Mr. Haſtings ever took. The India 
Miniſter denies the fa& in the moſt folemn 
manner. The Member re-aflerts it, and 
pledges himſelf to prove it as ſoon as the 
papers are preſented. The India Miniſter, 
on the other hand, declares, that he has 
given a pledge which he never can redeem. 
The papers are preſented. The Member 
moves to have them printed, to convince 
the public that he is right, and the Miniſter 
wrong. The motion is oppoſed, firſt on 
the ground of expence, and next becauſe 

- | . tho 


' 


Lic 
the buſineſs of Mr. ern was gone from 
the Houſe, PER a 

The 850 however, are before the 
Houſe, and conſequently are public docu- 
ments. They prove, that Mr. Baſtard was 
moſt pointedly correct in his ſtatement ; and 
what remains now is, to ſtate the ſituation 
of India, and the conduct of the Govern- 
ments of India, at a former PER of diſ- 
| oy, and! in the 2 year. 


* 


In july, 1781, we were at war with 
Hyder Ally and the Mahrattas, the French 
and the Dutch, and the Nizam was 
watching to take part againſt us, if he 
could do it with effect. Our treaſury was 
quite empty, and there were five armies in 
the field Sir Eyre Coote's, General God: _ 
dard's, Colonel Muire's, Colonel Morgan's; 
and Colohel Cummin's—depending upon 
Mr. Haſtings for ſubſiſtence. Under ſuch 
circumſtances he left Calcutta imprefled, as 
1 B he 


ns 
he ſays himſelf, with the firmeſt belief, 
that extraordinary means were neceſſary, 
and thoſe exerted with a ſtrong hand to 


dave the Company's intereſts from ſinking 


under the accumulated weight that op- 


preſſed them. His intentions were to exact 
forty or fifty lacks of rupees from Cheyt 
Sing as a fine for his contumacy, and to 


recover the very heavy debt due from the 
Nabob Vizier to the Company, amounting 


to above a million ſterling. The revolt 


of Cheyt Sing followed; and Mr. Haſtings, 
in common with every officer in the Britiſh 
army, received information that the Begum 
had afforded military aſſiſtance to Cheyt 
Sing, and had been guilty of econ acts of 
rebellion. 


Fe from whick tile Nahoh.-and 


his Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, propoſed to 


pay the balance due, was the treaſures of 


the Begum, and from the reſumption of the 


Jaghires in his dominions, which had 
| | been 


[=] 


been granted by himſelf in ſuch numbers 


that the evil was ſeriouſſy felt ** 
the whole 8 


There was one objeclon to this plan 
The Begum had poſſeſſed herſelf of all the 
late Nabob Sujah Dowlah's treaſures at the 
time of his death, amounting, at the moſt 
moderate computation, to two millions 
ſterling, but which generally were ſup- 
poſed to double that amount. The preſent 
Nabob, left with a very large army, muti- 


nous for their arrears, and owing a conſider - 


able ſam to the Company, accepted of ſiſty- 
ſix laeks of rupees from his mother, and al- 
lowed her to retain poſſeſſion of the remain 
ing treaſures during her life. She inſiſted on 
the guarantee of the Company, which Mr. 
Briſtow granted, and the Board, from the 
neceſſity of the cafe, confirmed. This agree - 


ment continued in force from the latter end 


of 1775, to the cloſe of 1781, when the 
. being withdrawn, her eunuchs 
"20% | gave 
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gave up, at one time, about forty-five lacks 
| of rupees ; and. between. January and Sep- 


tember, 1782, one hundred and twenty- 
eight lacks were received from Oude; to 


which is to be added, the ten Jacks. pre- 


ſented to Mr. Haſtings, which was paid to 


the Company. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas 
muſt know, that this meaſure, whether it 


was right or wrong, ſaved the Britiſh em- 


pire in India; for there was no other poſſi- 


ble reſource from which funds could be pro- 


cured. Sir John Macpherſon writing to Eng- 
land, well deſcribed the ſtate of public affairs, 
the bonds at a conſiderable diſcount, and 
every reſource exhauſted in Calcutta the 
wants of the Carnatic and Bombay hourly 
increaſing - and the Company only to be 
ſaved by aſſiſtance from Oude. In the de- 
bates in the Houſe of Commons, it is well 
known, that the neceſſity was denied by 
the Miniſter, although upon a former oc- 
caſion fully acknowledged by Mr. Dundas, 

and the fulleſt proofs of that neceſſity be- 
2 l Fo 1 


1 


- 


fore the Houſe at the time. It was farther 
ſaid, that no neceſſity could excuſe an act 
of injuſtice. It cannot admit of a doubt, 


but that Oude, as well as the Carnatic . 65 
and Bengal, was ſaved by the treaſures Wy 
brought into circulation in conſequence 1 
of the treaty of Chunar; ſtill, however, it = 


may be argued, by thoſe who are not con- 
vinced of the Begum's diſſaffection, that 2 . 75 
we had better have loſt India than have 1 
preſerved it by ſo outrageous a breach of 
faith; and ſuch is the opinion of a very 
reſpectable gentleman (Mr. Martin). Upon 
this principle, therefore, I will conſider the 
facts which are eſtabliſhed by the * 
now before the Houſe. | 


The Nabob of Arcot is the oldeſt ally 
of the Britiſh nation in India. He has 
received Ambaſſadors from his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, and his royal grandfather, He is re- 
cognized by the treaty of Paris in 1 763, as 


the lawful Sovereign of the S The 
various 


111 5 
various turns in the fortune of this Prince 
are well known. The utter deſolation of 


P 


|; the Carnatic in the laſt war had brought 
| him to the brink of ruin; and it was the 
| opinion of Mr. Burke, and many others, 
[ that Mr. Dundas's arrangements of 1785 


impoſed a burden upon the Nabob which 
he was utterly unable to bear. | 


| 
1 
| 
ft 
l 
| 
| 
1 


This burden, however, was increaſed by 
aà treaty concluded with Sir Archibald Cainp- 
bell in February 1787, by which, indepen- 
dent of the payments to his creditors, he 
was to give nine lacks of pagodas annually as 
his proportion of the charge of the military 
eſtabliſhment. He was alſo to yield four 
fifths of his revenues, 1n time of war, after 
deducting two and an half lacks of pagodas 
for the jaghires of his family. There was 
a proviſiow expreſsly ſtipulated in caſe of 
any failure on the Nabob's part. Diſtrifts 
were to be aſſigned over to the Company in 
time of peace; to which they were to ſend 
- ae ſuper- 


[Lx ! 
ſuperintendants, who were to collect the 
revenues from the Nabob's aumildars. In 
caſe of ill conduct, the Nabob was to ap- 


point others at the requeſt of the Council. 


In war, ſuperintendants were to be ſent 


into: all the diſtricts of the Carnatic, if the 


revenues were not properly paid; but the 
civil government and the ſovereignty of 
the country were to remain with the Na- 
bob. There were other articles, ſtating 

that the Company would always conſult 
the honour and dignity of his illuſtrious 
family; and it is particularly noticed in 
the treaty, that the ſovereignty and civil 
government are to remain with the Nabob; 
The Nabob ſigned this treaty, in preſence 
of Sir Archibald Campbell, Sir John Mac- 
pherſon, Mr. Stables, and other Engliſh 


gentlemen. He obſerved to them at the 
time, as appears by the Company's records, 


that he had taken a burden upon himſelf 
which he was hardly able to bear, but 
hoped the Company would yield to him in 

ä 1 
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certain points that he wanted to carry. 


This treaty received the warmeſt approb- 
ation of the Board of Controul o: but there 
were ſome conditions, on a farther review, 
which they wiſhed to alter. Theſe did 
not at all affect the material articles; nor 
did they incroach on the Nabob's ſove- 
reignty, but had only a reference to the 
annual payments, which they would have 


eaſed for the firſt three rb arid increaſed 
afterwards. 


It appeared in a few months after this 
treaty was ſigned, that it was not poſſible 


for the Nabob to execute the conditions of 


8 alfi of a Letter to Fort Si. George, dated the 105 
i” % Fuly, 1787. | 
« We muſt poſtpone a particular reply t to theſe ad- 


* vices until the departure of the ſhips of the enſu- 
«© ing ſeaſon. But we cannot omit embracing the 


* earlieſt opportunity of expreſſing our warmeſt ap- 


4 probation of the manner in which our orders, rela- 


« tive to the treaty with the Nabob of Arcot, have 


cc been carried into execution.” 


FW . 


ü v 

. whether from his own bad mi 
as ſome have alledged, or, according to Mr. 
Burke, which I believe to be the truth, 


that the country could not afford to pay 
twenty-one, lacks of pagodas a year to ws 


Company, and the creditors. 
When General Meadows . to 


the government in February laſt, there was 


an arrear of above fix lacks of pagogas: 


This accumulated in a few months, and at 
a time when the demands upon the Com- 


pany's treaſury were hourly increaſing, to 


twenty-one lacks. The General was clearly, 
of opinion, ſo early as March laſt, that the 
only ſecurity. would be, to take the manage⸗ 
ment of the Carnatic entirely into the hands 
of the Company. But here the treaty con 
cluded. by Sir Archibald Campbell ſtood di- 
realy in the way; for that treaty had ex- 
preſsly and pointedly provided for the una 


fortunate emergency which then occurred. 

The Nahob was in arrear, and we were 
involved in a dangerous and expenſive war. 
5 = Ons * By 
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By the treaty we had an undoubted right 
to ſend ſuperintendants to receive the reve- 
aues from the aumildars of the ſeveral diſs 
tricts of the Carnatic, and to requeſt the 
Nabob to change ſuch as behaved il. but 
farther we could not go, without a VO 


breach of treaty. 


The Madras Government wrote to Ben- 


gala and gave it as their opinion, that the 
tretly concluded by Sir Archibald Campbell 


was inefficient, or, in other words, that by 
a ſaered obſervance of the faith of treaties, 


which is ſo ſtrily enjoined, they ſhould be 


unable to carry on the war. At the con- 
cluſion of one of their letters they ſay: 
I your Lordſhip in Conncil judges pro- 


per finally to decide, that ve muſt adhere 


to the treaty, we hall do our beſt to ren- 
der it efficient, although our opinion of 


it eannot authorize mes of a fa- 


10 vourable iſſue. 
The Government of Bengal As 
Ywillingm |to adopt violent mea- 
ſures; : 


( a= ] 

ſures ; but ſeriouſly alarmed at the proſpe& 
of a want of money to carry on the War, 
authorizes the Madras Government, firſt to 
try, by every perſuaſive means, to induce = 
the Nabob to give up his country; and if 
they cannot ſucceed, then to aſſume the 
management of the revenues, and the go- 
vernment of the count. 

The Nabob, in the moſt perempgory 
manner, - refuſes :+ it was impoſſible he 
ſhould do otherwiſe. He had taken eſpe- 
cial care, in his treaty with Sir Archibald 
Campbell, to guard himſelf. from the poſ- 
ſibility of being again a penſioner, depen- 
dent on the Government of Fort St. George 
for ſubſiſtence, which it is not extraordi- 
nary he ſhould have done, for he has called 
himſelf, and this nation has for above forty 
years called him, a Sovereign, Independent 
Prince. He reminds them of the treaty. 
He offers to pay in a ſum of money imme- 
diately, amounting, as he ſays, to more than 
they can collect in fix weeks; and all he 
3 a delay until he 2 hear 
| oe Wo from 


11 
from Lord Cornwallis; who, he is: confl- 
dent, will revoke his orders on more ma- 


ture reflection. He tells them, that he is 
the oldeſt ally of the Britiſh nation; that 
by ſo notorious a violation of a ſolemn 


treaty their character will ſuffer in the opi- 
nion of che world, and they will be diſap- 
pointed of the revenue they expect. He 


writes to General Meadows, ho was then 


with the army, and he declares that he will 
reſiſt any attempt to diſpoſſeſs him of his 


dominions. The General in reply tells him, | 
that he approves of all his Council had 
done, except their not having taken the country 


:fooner.) The proclamation. is iſſued by the 
Madras Government for taking the coun- 
try, and the Nabob orders his aumils pe- 


remptorily not to obey any orders from the 


Company's ſervants. In ſome- inſtances 
force is uſed, and the _ was * 
e der in September laſt. 

Such is the ſtate of the fact. Tbat the 
Governments in India have acted directly in 
breach of a treaty, no man can diſpute. 
1 2 E 


f ni] 

If we abide by the treaty, ſay the Ma- 
dras gentlemen, we expect no favourable 
iſſue. They avow, that they broke it, 
though Mr. Dundas, from whom we ſhould 
expect accurate information, has aſſerted the 
_ contrary in ſo pointed a manner. His 
5 Highneſs will conſent (they fay) to the 
„Company's collectors being ſent, agree- 
„ ably to the treaty; which be knows is con- 
4 fidered by us as inſufficient ſecurity.” 1 be- 
| lieve this to have been their honeſt; conſci- 
entious opinion, in a ſeaſon of the utmoſt 
danger, embarraſſment, and diſtreſs, when 
they were informed by Lord Cornwallis, 
that th&y could not expect aſſiſtance from 
5 Bengal for many months to come, and 
when their own reſources were utterly in- 
adequate to their wants. Such an 3 
being tranſmitted to Lord Cornwallis,” 
vas not poſſible for him to refuſe his wake 
to the meaſure. General Meadows com>» 
putes the expence of the war at fix hcks 
of pagodas, or twenty-four lacks of current 
rupees a month; a ſum which every poſſi- 

| ble 


| * 1 
ble exertion from Bengal, and the total re- 
venves of the Carnatic could not long cou 
tinue to ſupply. Let me, to guard againſt 
cavils, repeat, that I do not mean to charge 
the Government of Madras, not even by the 
moſt diſtant ſuggeſtion, with any thing eri · 
minal, in what they have done, much leſs 

the Governor General of Bengal, who could 
not (for any thing that I have ſeep) act 
otherwiſe, But far different is the caſe 
with the Miniſter of India, who has ſaid, | 
that he ſhould be inexcufable if he but con» 
nived at a breach of treaty in others, while 
he voted to impeach Mr. Haſtings for com · 
mitting it. He will have much, indeed, to 
anſwer to the public, to his on conſci- 
ence, and to God, if he has ſigned his ap- 
probation of the violation of that treaty, to 
the obſervance of which: he i n 
bound himſelf. 
Now let us take the abe ſide of the 
parallel, . 8 5 

Mr. Haſtings n abo guarantee of 


the 3 which had "rats forkerted, and 
thereb 


1 [ xxili } 
thereby enabled the Nabob Vizier to ac 
quire- a very large ſum of money, which 
was all appropriated: to the liquidation of 
the Company's debts, and by the recovery 
of that money, he preſeryed India. The 
neceſſity was not at all diminiſhed, becauſe 
Mr. Haſtings did not uſe the plea of neceſ- 
firy ; for he conceived, and fo did every 
man with whom I have converſed, chat by 
che conduct of the Begum the had juſtly: 
forfeited our protection- But admitting 
that the Begum had taken no hoſtile ſteps; 
and that the Nabob bad ſaid, I have no 
poſſible fund from which 1 can pay ybu⁰. 


but the treaſures in my mother's poſſeſſions}. 
which by right are mine. She adds to them 


annually, as ſhe does not expend a fourth 


of the income of her jaghire. I made a 


very improvident treaty with her. Do ye 
withdraw the guarantee; the can be n 
ſufferer, for ſhe ĩs completely managed by- 
her eunuchs, who deſpiſe my authority, ud 

Mr. Briſtow has often informed $604 * 
Would Mr. A thus urged. by the 
Nabob 


—— — — — ne >> — 0 8 — 
— 2 4 — wp : 2 > 8 —— . — = =y — 
* £ Fo * * 2 * v o * 
S F 


” U 
no map — rms eter; rang ern ůĩ—ĩůĩů [I[j—ů ( Poe 


"=" 
. . 8 ; * 
e p N N 1 4 
— a <q voi Wh 27 -Y 3 2 * . 
wy „„ 428 day „ * 23 — 944, wd 


OE ne al ———— —-—-— — 233 my 
ae RT" 1 ? eg rs ES 2 
£ . 

—— > 


— 2 
* 


83 


% ** 
2324 
- - 


„ 
- EE ted; 
* C 2 
= i 

> 


H J 

Nabob on the one hand, and the Goveru- 
that their exiſtence depended upon ſupplies 
from Bengal beyond their ordinary re- 
ſources, not have been -juſtified in »with- 

drawing the guarantee? Mr. Haſtings, it 

s true, has expreſsly diſavowed the plea of 
neceſſity, and has defended his conduct on 
the ſtrict principles of juſtice; Nevertheleſs, 
as that ground has been taken on the rea- 
ſonings upon the ſubject, I have adopted it. 
And what was the extent of the injury fuſ- 
tained by the Begum ? Her eunuchs were 
compelled to give up a ſum in their pof- 
Han, which, in the event of the Be- 
gum's death, they would unqueſtionably 
have appropriated to their own uſe. | The 
jaghires were reſumed ; a meaſure that 
could alone reſtore peace and order to the 
Nabob's dominions. Her eunuchs were 
many months in conſinement; but, from 
che moment of their releaſe, her com- 
_ ceaſed, and * was perfectly re- 
ceeoncilec 
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conciled' to Hyder Beg Khan, whom de 


believed to have been the Miniſter who 


firſt propoſed to reſume the treaſures and 


Jaghires ; and ſuch was the fact, as Mr. 
Sheridan has proved. Not a breath of 


complaint has the 'uttered: Not all the 


oratory of | all her knights errant: has ins 
duced her to complain of the conduct of 
her ſon, his miniſter, or Mr. Haſtings. She 
ſees that the ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by Mr. 


Haſtings is continued by Lord Cornwallis; . 
and the is perfectly fatisfied; She was not 
merely pafſive, for the aſſiſted the Nabob 
in the year 1784, in order to enable him 
to diſcharge the balance which he then | 
owed to the Eaſt-India Company. Not fo : 


with the Nabob of the Carnatic: He com- 
plains, and loudly too, of violated faith, 


and treaties broken; yet Mr. Haſtings, | 
againſt whom no man in India, from the 

Prince to. the Peaſant,” compiaius, but all 
unite in applauding, is proſecuted by the 


India Miniſter for breach of treaty, while 
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he ſolemnly affirms, in defiance of the 

moſt poſitive evidence, that no treaty has 
been violated at Fort St. George. | 


In the notes a very particular and de- 
tailed account is given of the bullock con- 
tract concluded by Mr. Haſtings in 1779, 
becauſe ſuch ſtreſs has been laid upon it ; 
and there never was a ſubje& more miſun- 
derſtood, or miſrepreſented. When Mr. 
Francis aſſerts that bullocks may be preſſed 
when they are wanted, and that there is 
ſcarcely any neceſſity for a contract at all, 
he to pointedly differs from every officer, 
either in the King's or the Company's 
ſervice, that it would be a waſte of time to 
refute his aſſertion by argument. | 


+ It has been ſtated in the newſpapers, that 


the reaſon for preſſing the charge of con- 
tracts ſo ſtrongly was, that Mr. Haſtings 
might be deprived of the defence he would 
a ſet up, n that the neceſſity 

| of 


[rü ] 
of the public during the war had induced 
him to reſume the Begum's jaghires and 
treaſures, and to accept about two hundred 
| thouſand pounds in her own name, which 
was applied to the public ſervice. 


But as Mr. Haſtings had wantonly ex- 
pended as much money as he thus acquired, 
the plea of neceſſity would not avail him 1 
and it is obſerved, that both Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Dundas puſhed this argument with 
their utmoſt force. The fact, however, 
may well be doubted, becauſe theſe gentle 
men are both of them Members of the 
Board of Controul, and have official means 
of knowing, that it is not founded iu truth. 
To make it apply at all, it muſt be proved, 
that all theſe improvident contracts were 
formed, and the money upon them re- 
ceived, antecedent to the. treaty of Chunar. 
But au inveſtigation of each proves the re- 
verſe. bs 
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Sir Eyre Coote's extra allowances were 

granted from Auguſt 1779; and admitting! 
him to have received them to September 
1781, the date of the Chunar treaty, the 


amount would be about three lacks of rupees. 
The bullock contract was formed the 
r{t of September, 1779 ; but the bullocks 


were not completed until early in the next 


year. In 1780 and 1781 almoſt all the 
troops of the Bengal army were in motion, 
and on actual ſervice. 1 think, therefore, 
that Mr: Francis himſelf would not have 
the conſcience to ſtrike off more than a 
lack and an half of rupees each year from 
this contract, (Which is about three lacks) 
ſince every Wannen in the ſervice was em. 


ployed. 


Mr. Sri s opium contract aud not 


commence until September; 1787. There 
could be no profit from the ſale of the 
opium 


. [ xxix J 
opium made under that contract until 
1782, and therefore no argument can be ; A 


drawn from it, one way or the other, in 
ſupport of the aſſertion in the newſpapers, - 
that Mr. Haſtings created the neceſſity, 
for which he provided , by extraordinary , 
means. 


The agency for ſending provifions to the 
Carnatic was formed early in 1781; but 
the material ſupplies were,not ſent till the 
two following years. However, as Mr. 
Pitt did, in the moſt ſolemn and forcible: 
manner, not owly defend this iner 
| Rp nation from N reer ; 
and as he proved that Mr, Auriol's agency 
ſupplied the Carnatic in the moſt ceeono- 
mical, as well as the moſt certain mode; 
and as he declared that Mr. Auriol very. 
well deſerved any emolument he could have 
derived from his commiſſion, I will believe, 
in the preſent temper of Mr. Burke, that he 

will, 
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E 
will, out of compliment to Mr. Pitt, give up 
this agency, as well as Mr. Belli's, which 
Mr. Pitt alſo defended ; and, indeed, they 
are both too trifling to be made any thing 
of for the purpoſe of the newſpaper argu- | 
ment. | 


Here then, on one Ge; we have five ar- 
mies in the field many months in arrear, 
and Lord Macartney writing to Mr. Haſ- 
tings that the ſupplies, liberal as they had 
been, were very unequal to their wants. 
Under theſe circumſtances Mr. Haſtings 
gets, in all, one hundred and thicty-eight 
lacks from Oude in nine months. He 
brings nineteen and an half lacks to the 


credit of the Company, which he had re- 


ceived-in preſents to himſelf; and he is 
ſaid to have created the neceſſity for his 
exertions, becauſe ſome doubts may be 


entertained whether fix lacks of rupees were 


oak nat or improvidently, expended. 
-* Theſe 


1 
Theſe contracts may be right, or they 
may be wrong; but they certainly could 
not create the neceſſities under which we 
laboured in India in the year 1781, and for 
a reaſon unanſwerable, becauſe their mate- 
rial operation was ſubſequent to that year. 
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MAJOR SCOTT. 


MR. SPEAKER, 


I RISE at the preſent moment under 


very conſiderable embarrafiment, for 1 


came down to the Houſe to-day, with 
many other gentlemen, in the fulleſt con- 
viction that the queſtion to be propoſed for 
our conſideration, would be, according to 


the ſolemn declaration of a right honour- 


able gentleman (Mr. Pitt) a queſtion of 


diſcretion, that is to ſay, whether, under 
all the circumſtances of the caſe, this 
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Houſe would perſevere in, or abandon the 
Impeachment of Mr. Haſtings? But, to 
my aſtoniſhment, that motion has been to- 
tally given up, and the queſtion firſt pro- 
poſed was, that the Impeachment ſhould 
be cloſed with the Article of Contracts; 
upon which an amendment has been 
moved, to cloſe as the cauſe now ſtands; 
both implying, that the Impeachment is 
to go on; and conſequently precluding the 
true point on which the debate of this night 
ſhould have turned, until the Houſe is com- 
pletely exhauſted and fatigued. 1 — 


Now, Sir, the few words that I ſhall 
F-ths do apply moſt pointedly to the queſ- 
tion of diſcretion ; and I earneſtly implore 
the attention of the Houſe for a few mi- 
nutes, and moſt particularly of thoſe Mem- 
bers who did not ſit in the laſt Parliament: 
J will not go at length into the mode in 
which the vaſt maſs of matter, con- 
rained 1 in the twenty Articles, was paſſed 

N 


t 3. 
by the late Houſe, but 1 _ take the Ar- 
ticle of Benares only, and all the reſt are 
fimilar to it hat charge, as originally 
brought i into the late Houſe by a right ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Burke) was tlie 
ſize of a4 patnphlet, and contained a very 
great number of criminal” allegations] 
Theſe were all ſtated ſeparately by the ho- 
nourable mover of that charge in the 
Houſe, (Mr. For) who contended, that 
each allegation was criminal. A very high 
authority in the Houſe, (Mr. Pitt) did, on 
the other hand; not only defend Mr. Haſ. 
tings upon all the points, except the laſt, 


but he declared that the acts ſtated to be 


criminal, were ſtrictly juſtifiable, and highly 
meritotious.” He merely diſapproved of the 
amdunt of the fine which Mr. Haſtings i in- 
tended to levy upon Cheyt Sing, for his 
contumacy. This motion, however, being, 
chat there was' ground for Impeachment in 
the matter of the article, both ſides of the 
Houfe agreed in the conclufion. It was 
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5 
entruſted to the Managers afterwards to 
frame the article, and they very naturally 
included every thing which, according to 
their ideas, was criminal. The right ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) promiſed to 
move amendments—that promiſe he never 
performed ; ſo that in fact, and in truth, no 
gentleman can ſay what the late Houſe 
conceived to be the criminal parts of the Be · 
nares Article but Mr. Haſtings was called 
upon to defend himſelf, for demanding 
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from Cheyt Sing his quota to the ſupport 
of the war, though the Miniſter had de- 
fended the demand, as ſtrictly conſiſtent 
with Juſtice. Will this Houſe not pauſe 
for a moment; Will they not do what the 
laſt Houſe ought to have done Will they 


not put a ſeparate queſtion upon each 
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criminal allegation in the Benares Articles 
before they adopt it as their own, and ſanc- 
tion it with their approbation ? I claim it 
as a right on the part of Mr. Haſtings, that 
«this Houſe ſhall give its ſentiments - on 
5 every 
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every allegation in that Article. The ob- 
ſervations on this ſingle Article will apply 


with equal force to every other Article in 
the Impeachment. — There was another 
moſt material diſtinction taken by the right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt), and 
other great authorities in this Houſe, at 


the outſet of this buſineſs. They ſtated it 


to be a fundamental principle, that no act 


done by Mr. Haſtings, and communicated 
to the King's Miniſters and the Court of 
Directors, prior to his ſeveral parliamentary 
re-apointments, could be a proper ſubject of 
Impeachment, ſuch re-appointments being 
the ſtrongeſt teſtimony. of parliamentary 
approbation. Yet, Sir, the Managers did 
include acts done in 1772, amongſt theſe 
Articles, and the late Houſe paid no ſort. 
of attention to them, poflibly never read 
them *. Much time was font ſpent 
in 


* The indifference ſhewn by the late Houſe to the 
nature of the * they ſent up, afcer they had once 
determined. 
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in going through theſe points afterwards 
in Weſtminſter Hall. Are they now to be 
dropped for ever? and is Mr. Haſtings en- 
titled to no reparation for ſuch monſtrous 
in) juſtice? The right honourable” gentle- 
man (Mr. Burke) lays, and' ſays very truly, 
that infamy muſt reſt ſomewhere; if the 
Articles are true, it muſt reſt with Mr. 
Haſtings; if falſe, elſewhere: and the 
right honourable gentleman afks, if the Ar- 
ticles are true or not? I mean not in ge- 
neral to ſpeak with diſreſpect of the late 
Houſe; but this 1 do ſay, that many of 
thoſe Articles, and all that are material, are 
falſe, notoriouſly and palpably falſe Their 
falſehood is obvious to all England, to all 
Europe, and to all Aſia; nor am 1 afraid, 

in 5 of this broad fat, to meet the 


determined to impeach, has been a moſt cruel injuſtice 
to Mr. Haſtings. Any man who reads the articles 
will ſee that many points are ſtated to be criminal, 
which the Houſe in another character approved. 
This fact is made ſufficiently clear in what follows. 


united 


1 


united talents and abilities of all the orators 
in this Houſe—for oratory mult fail, when 
oppoſed to truth, and to the common ſenſe 
of mankind, The world will aſk, what 
more ſhall be required of a Britiſh Gover- 
nor, than to preſerve the dominion com- 
mitted to his charge, in a ſeaſon of great 
difficulty, danger, and embaraſſment, to 
improve its revenues, to increaſe the popu- 
lation, to encourage agriculture and com- 
merce: all this Mr. Haſtings did, and is to 
this moment, notwithſtanding the Im- 
peachment, univerſally eſteemed in India, 
which could not poſſibly be the caſe, had 
he been a rapacious peculator, a plunderer, 

a captain general of iniquity. But, Mr. 
Speaker, if there is any gentleman who 
{till contends that the Articles are true, he 


mult allow that the India Miniſter (Mr. 


Dundas) has for four years ſucceſſively pre- 
ſented falſe accounts to this Houſe, and 
that falſe Reſolution are entered upon your 

Jour- 
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Journals“; there is no period to the | abſurdity 
in which this Houſe will be involved, if it 
ſanctions 


Extract fram the Journals, 20th of March, 1782. 

&« Total revenues and reſources of Bengal, from 
6 April 1771, to April 1772, three crores, thirteen 
« hacks, twenty-three thouſand, eight hundred and 
« ninety-five current rupees.” 


Extract r the Journals of the Houſe of Commons, qth 
of May, 1787. 

cc Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe that the 
& annual revenues of the Eaſt-Indja Company, in the 
cc provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and from 
& Benares and Oude, under the heads of mint or 
ce coinage duties, poſt office collections, Benares re- 
& venue, Oude ſubſidy, land reyenues, cuſtoms, 
& and the receipts from the ſales of ſalt and opium, 
& amounted, on the average of three years, from 
& 178 1-2 to 1783-4, to the ſum of five crores, two 


4 lacks, rwenty-five thouſand, five hundred and fifty 


« current rupees.” 
Ditto, 25th of May, 1788 —In the ſame words. 
The average from 1782-3 to 1984-5, five crores, 
ec twenty-one lacks, eighty- eight thouſand, one hun- 
& dred and fifty-fix current rupees.” | 
N. B. Theſe were the three laſt years of Mr. Haſ- 
tings's adminiſtration —Increaſe above two . 
one hundred thouſand pounds. 


Ditto, 3d of July, 1789.—“ Next kay years ave- 
& rage, 


ſauctions what bas paſſed in the laſt Par- 
liament. In the very year, almoſt on the 
very day, that the late Houſe declared 
Bengal to have been oppreſſed, ruined, and 
deſtroyed by Mr. Haſtings, did the India 
Miniſter open his firſt Budget; in which 
he affirmed, that! it had been in a progreſ- 
fwe ſtate of 1 improvement under the Britiſh 
Government. He proved his aſſertion ”y 
the nr. of © nes 8 


You kink, Sir, upon your Journals an 


accurate account of the total revenues, and | 


reſources of the Bengal Government, du- 
ring Mr. Haſtings's Adminiſtration, pre- 
ſented by the India Miniſter, himſelf; you 
may obſerve their progreſſive increaſe; 


« rage, from 1763 4 to 1185-6, five crores, eight 
“ lacks, ſeven ROY fax hundred and Khan cur- 
rent rupees.” 


Ditto, 3d of May, 1790.— “ Next three yeats 


« average, from 1784-5 to 1787-8, fives crores, 
e thirty lacks, ee thouſand, 75 hundred and 


«eleven current rupees.” 
© a 
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and as they have not ſince fallen off, it 
is a proof that he did not ſtrain the coun- 


try for any temporary purpoſe ®, But 


*The increaſe in the revenues of Bengal aroſe ge- 
nerally from meaſures that have been condemned. 
From the plans formed by Mr. Haftings with Sujah 
Dowlah, we procured the province of Benares and 
the Oude ſubſidy, producing bath together about one 
million ſterling a year ; and by Mr. Haſtings's regu- 
lations the ftate of Benares has been greatly im- 
proved. Two branches of revenue, ſalt and opium, 


are of his own creation, For the firſt, a criminal 


charge was preferred againſt him ; but the late Houſe 
dropped it: for the laſt he is impeached. 


The revenue ariſing from ſalt has gradually in- 


creaſed until it amounts, clear of all charges, to eight 
hundred thouſand pounds a year. The plan was 


formed by Mr. Haſtings in 1780, in the middle of 
an expenſive war. It was ſtrongly oppoſed hy 


Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, and even by Mr. 


Barwell. The Council at laſt conſented reluc- 
tantly to the adoption of it on the ſeparate re- 
ſponſibility of Mr. Haſtings. It is violently con- 


demned in that fanciful performance called the 


Ninth Report of the Select Committee — but it pro- 
duced the firſt year three hundred and twenty thou- 


ſand pounds, half a million the next, and ſo on until 


it has got to eight hundred thouſand pounds. A moſt 


intelli- 


1 
why do 1 dwell upon facts that cannot be 
denied? Mr. Shore; a gentleman of the 
| faireſt 


intelligent, indefatigable; and valuable ſervant of the 
Eaſt-India Company, Mr. James Grant, has given an 
account (which was preſented to the Houſe) of the 
annual ſales of ſalt for many years paſt; which proves; 
he ſays, with moral, infallible certainty, the prodi- 


gious increaſe in the population of Bengal, under the 


mild influence of the Britiſh adminiſtration: and as 
this gentleman is entirely unconnected with Mr: 


Haſtings, I hope his accounts will obtain more * | 


with impartial men than Mr. Burke's. 


Opium, the other ſource of revenue created by 


Mr. Haſtings, had, until his time, been a monopoly 
in the hands of the Company's ſervants at Patna, 


with the knowledge of the Council of Bengal and of 


the Company, and it was deemed as fair and as open a 
perquiſite of office as the fees taken by the tellers of 


the Exchequer. Mr. Haſtings took this monopoly | 


into the hatids of the Company, and it produced above 
ſix hundred thouſand pounds in his government. It 
was granted by the Supreme Council utianimouſly in 
1775 to Mr. Griffith, tlie loweſt of fourteen perſons 
who ſent propoſals to the Board ; and his terms were 
lower than the Company's ſervants at Patna had ever 
procured it for on their own account as merchants- 
Mr. Francis, with great truth, obſerved, that in this 
contract it would be bad policy to engage on too low 
| terns with any contractor. Mr: Griffith held it two 


3 years. 
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1a 
faireſt character, late a Member of the Su- 
preme Counſel, has fixed it, by his evi- 


denen 


years. In 1777 it was granted to Mr. John Mack- 
enzee, the particular friend of Mr. Francis, for three 
years, on the ſame terms that Mr. Griffith had held 
it, without its being put up, for the reaſon, I ſuppoſe, 
aſſigned by Mr. Francis, namely, that a fair price be- 
mg fixed, it would be bad policy to engage on too low 
terms with any contractor. In 1780, when Mr. 
Mackenzee's contract expired, it was given to him 
again for one year, by Meſſrs. Haſtings, Francis, and 
Wheler, unanimouſly ; though-the Directors had then 
ſaid what Mr. Pitt has laid much ſtreſs upon, that it 
ought to have been put up, and granted t to the loweſt 
bidder. 


In 1781 it was is. for four years to Mr. 
Stephen Sulivan on the ſame terms that Mr, Mack- 
enzee had held it: and this is the contract ſelected 
for impeachment. Thus, then, the matter ſtands 
Mr. Haſtings himſelf creates a revenue for the 
Company. To make it as productive as poſſible, 
he determines that the opium ſhall be provided by 
contract, and granted to the perſon who offers the 
beſt terms for the Eaft-India Company. Fourteen 
different propoſals are given in; the loweſt are ac- 
cepted; and every man knows that the gentlemen at 
Patna never bought it for ſo little as Mr. Griffith 
contracted to furniſh it for. The fair price thus fixed, 
Mr. Griffith held it for two years; Mr, Mackenzes 

for 


39 1 

dence in Weſtminſter - Hall, beyond the 
power of contradiction; he has depoſed 
upon oath, that the natives are happier un- 
der our government than under any other : 
he ſaw the increaſe of agriculture, and po- 
pulation, during Mr. Haſtings* govern- 
ment, and he has ſolemnly ſworn to the 
truth of the fact 15 


for three, then for one more; and Mr. Stephen Suli- 
van for four; and this laſt is deemed a contract wor- 
thy of nee 255 


bs W to John Shore, Eſg. in We: ae Hall, the 
= ; 24 of June, 1790. | 
 « £3. Has not property been more 1 ** . in- 
4e qividuals leſs oppreſſed under the Britiſh govern- 
ment, than under the government of the Nabobs ?. 
A. I have not a doubt of it. ET | 
* Q. Are not the natives in givers more happy? ? 
A. I believe they are. 
6 Q. Since the year 1770, to the time when you 
& left India, had not the agriculture, population, and 
« general proſperity of the country, increaſed ?. 
© A. I have recorded that was my opinion on the 
proceedings i in 1 and 1 now adhere to it.“ 
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The natives of all ranks in India, have 
affirmed the ſame facts that Mr. Shore 
ſtated—the India Miniſter has affirmed it 
—the public accounts prove it—the whole 
world aſſerts it—yet the late Houſe paſſed 
Articles, and the Managers made ſpeeches, 
ſtaring the kin gdom of Bengal to be op- 
preſſed, ruined, and deſtroyed. How much 
longer is the common ſenſe of mankind to 
be ſhocked by ſuch abſurdity? 


The right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Dundas) talks much of the importance of 
the Articles of Impeachment, and the gra- 
vity of this proſecution. He voted for all the 
Articles ; but he muſt know, and I will 
inform the Houfe, that I can produce his 
own ſignature, in full approbation of thoſe 


very meaſures, and thoſe principles, which 


the Articles condemn in the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt pointed manner. When he heard of 
Mr. Haſtings's arrangement with the Na- 
bob Vizier, he ſigned his approbation of it. 
| 1 


( 3s } 
In the government of Sir John Macpher- 
ſon, he orders, that the arrangement formed 
by Mr. Haſtings ſhall be invariably adhered 
to; and when Lord Cornwallis writes, that, 
excepting his having ſtationed ſome addi- 
tional battalions in Oude, he had nearly 
adhered to the ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by Mr. 
Haſtings, all he had done being with a 
view to render it permanent, the right ho- 
nourable gentleman replies, that after an 
attentive peruſal of all the papers upon the 
ſubject, he approved the arrangement, and 


the Fm on which it was formed *. 
I N 


* Laus from BY Court of Directors to Bengal, dated the 
20th of February, 1785. 

te The arrangement concluded by Mr. Haſtings 
« 1 the Nabob Vizier has our approbation. 
« Signed — HENRY Dux pas, 

c W. W. GREN VILLE, 
«© WALSINGHAM, 

© MuLGRAYE.” 


Letter oa ihe Court of Directors to Bengal, dated the 
21// of September, 178 5. 

19. © And while upon this ſubject we think it 

. „ proper 
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1 
ſhould be glad to aſk» the right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Dundas) how he can recon- 
* 1 5 


“ proper to expreſs our approbat ion of the principles 
„contained in Mr. Macpherſon s letter to the Vizier, 
« bearing date the 18th of February laft, and we 
ec expect that the agreement made Between the Vixigr, 
4 and Mr: Haſtings will be invariably adhered to. + S 
Approved — HENRY DUN DAS, 
c W. W. GAENVILLE, 
©. Warts A 
ac 


is, 20¹¹⁰ of Abril, 
d with: the Na- 


Extrat of a Minute of Lord Corm 
1787, relative to the ſettlement 
5 'beb H;der Peg Khan. 


| c The only material difference which has taken 


place in the engagements between this Government 
4 and the Nabob Vizier, relates to the Brigade ſta- 


* tioned at Futty Ghur, the - continuance of which 


e body of troops in the dominions of the Vizier I 
& dcm equally eſſential to the intereſt of the Viaier 
« and of the Company. In other reſpects, I have nearly 
« "athered to the principles eſtabliſhed by the former Go- 


« wernor General Mr. Hallings, and fince confirmed by 


«© the orders of the honourable the Court of Directors, all 
i «the ſab/idiary ar rangements have been formed. with a 
« view ts firengthen-thoſe e e and render them per- 
. Mantut.” , 1 bs 2 : 

— act * 7 


——— — 


L * 
eile his conduct to juſtice; I will anſwer for 


him; he did as all the Houſe did; he voted 
the 


Further Extract. 


« The Board are well informed, that the adminiſ- 
tration of affairs in the Oude government depends 
« entirely upon the Miniſter ; that the Vizier him- 
„ ſelf takes no farther concern in it, than to give the 
« ſanion of his name and authority to the acts of 
« his ſervants; and that ſuch is his diſinelination to 
every thing that has the appearance of buſineſs, 
« that even this formality is not complied with on 
« his part without reluctance. The Vizier himſelf 
ce being profuſe to an extreme, and little ſolicitous 
& concerning the mode of obtaining funds to ſupply 
« his habits of diſſipation, the company muſt rather look 
« to the Minifler than to him, for the punfual per form- 
4 axce of his engagement. Expoſgd as he is to the 
ce effects of caprice and intrigue, it is impoflible to 
« determine how long the Nabob Hyder Beg Khan 
may continue to 7 the e of * 
5 Vizier,® 


* 


Bua of a letter Ain the Direftors. to Bengal, dated 
April 8, 1789, in Reply. 

„Having attentively peruſed all the Minutes, pro- 

6 * and letters, referred to in theſe para- 

graphs, and in your ſubſequent advices on the ſub- 

i of the Jate agreement concluded by Lord ; 


„ Cornwallis with the Vizier, we approve of the ge- 
'D 66 neral 
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[ 18 ] 
the laſt thirteen Articles, without readingone 
ſingle line of them. The faQ, Mr. Speaker, 


1s 


« neral W and of the * on which it 
cc was formed, —Approved. 
* Signed — Henry DUN DAS, 
„„ W. W. GRENVILLE, 
& MULORAVRE.“ 


| Loft THIRTEEN ARTICLES. 
 Afercurii 23 die Mali, 178). 
„That when the ſaid Warren Haſtings withdrew 


« all public influence of the  Eaſt-India Company 


* from the faid province of Oude, he did (except in 
4 as much as he may himſelf ſtill have retained a 
c perſonable,. ſecret, and unwarrantable influence 
ec therein) wholly give up and abandon the ſaid Nabab 
& and bis territories, and the Eaſt- India Company's in- 
« terefts therein, to the entire dominion of the ſaid Hyder 
5 Big Khan, without any control or inſpection on the 
te part of the faid Company, though he the ſaid War- 
6 ren Haſtings was well apprized of the unfitneſs of 
cc the ſaid Hyder Beg for the ſaid troft, or for any 
ce truſt; and had expreſſed the ſtrongeſt diſapproba- 
« tion of the ſaid Hyder Beg's miſconduct in many 
particular inſtances, beſides. the univerſal diſorder 
6 of the country; and had even intimated an opinion, 


. bs that the ſaid Hyder Beg might involve our Govern- 


* ment in a new ſcene of hoſtilities, by thoſe which 


e his tnad-adminiftration might produce, +; 
% That 


( wp. 
is true, —your Journals will prove, that 
thoſe Articles were all paſſed four days be- 
fore they were printed. If there is any 


That by the agreement aforeſaid the faid Warren 
© Haſtings, contrary to juſtice and to honout, did 
* abandon all the perſons who had acted in the re- 


&« forms propoſed by himſelf, ſuch as Mowlavy, 


% Mowbain, Mahomet Cawzin, and others, expoſed 
without any ſtipulation (weak as that (ſecurity 


C would have been) zo the reſentment of /o implacable a 


6 Tyrant as the faid Hyder Beg Khan, who was pub- 


* lickly-known, and whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
© himſelf knew, to be exaſperated againſt the ſaid 


+ perſons, for the part which they had taken under 


the ſaid e e "09 


Mereurit 2 3 die Mai, 97 

4 In all which ations and doings, and in all the ſaid 
« wilful and corrupt negletts of duty, he: the faid 
« Warren Haſtings hath been, and i is, guilty, of High 
« Crimes and Mifdemeanors.“ 
1989 

I ſhould hope that every man . hanogr who A 
theſe Extracts, will ſay, that ſince the creation of 
the world there never was a caſe ſo pregnant with in- 
juſtice as that of Mr. Haſtings; for the King's Mi- 
niſters have, in all the moſt material points, voted to 
impeach him for theſe very acts which they have 
ſanctioned with their fulleſt approbation. 


8 0 


— 


[ 520 N 


one gentleman doubts the fact, let Sn | 


put me to the proof of it. I wiſh it moſt 
earneſtly. This act diſgraced the laſt Par- 
liament ; let me therefore implore gentle- 
men to pauſe a little, before they give their 


ſanction to ſuch abſurdities. In the article 
"that I now hold in my hand, Mr. Haſtings 
is Rated to be highly criminal, for putting 
the whole power of Oude into the hand of 


« ſo implacable a tyrant as Hyder Beg 
«© Khan.” Vet has this Miniſter, enjoying 
the fulleſt confidence and ſupport of Lord 
Cornwallis, remained at the head of the 
ſyſtem which Mr. Haſtings has eſtabliſhed, 
and has regularly paid the ſubſidy for five 
years paſt; and in the laſt year, when his 


Lordſhip was in great want of money, he 
wrote to the Vizier and Hyder Beg Khan, 


requeſting ſome payments in adyance. 
Hyder Beg immediately made him a re- 
mittance of ten lacks of rupees. | 


Lord Cornwallis bent him his warmeſt 
ER acknow- 


wrote a letter to the Vizier, of which I 


„ 
acknowlegements for ſuch an aid, and 


* 


will read you one ſentence. 


178 5 June, 17th, 1790. 
<« I cannot omit alſo, at this period, 
«« expreſſing my ſentiments. at: the mea- 
“ ſures of your Miniſter Hyder Beg Khan, 


% whoſe conduct I conſider as deſerving of 
every encomium; and in this particular 
tt inſtance of his exertion, he has certainly 


& ſthewn his attachment to the Company , 
& and his zeal for the pr eſervation of the 
happy intimacy between us.” 


Let me, Mr. Speaker, aſk the Houſe, if 
it is conſiſtent with its dignity or with 
common ſenſe, that this Miniſter of a fo- 
reign Prince ſhould ſtand ſtigmatized on 


our Journals as an implacable tyrant, while 
a Britiſh Governor is acknowledging his 


great attention to our intereſts, and his ge- 
neral merits ? Let me alſo aſk you, if no 
10 * | Tepa- 
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reparation is due to Mr. Haſtings for the 
univerſality of the accuſation againſt him ? 
If the articles were true, he never in his 
life acted right, and the Indian and the Eu- 
ropean world is in an error. But without 
abandoning the truth and importance of 
charges, which few of us have read, we 
now mean to give up every thing except 
the contracts: and are thoſe articles to re- 
main upon our Journals, which thoſe who 
have read know to be falſe, and -which 
thoſe who have not read cannot know to 
be true? Was it a ſlight matter to call 
upon Mr. Haſtings to defend ſyſtems at 
the bar of a Court of Juſtice, which had 
received the fulleſt approbation of the 
King's Miniſters? Was it no injury to 
compel him to defend, as if they had been 
criminal acts, thoſe plans by which he 
added above two millions annually to the 
public revenue? Was it nothing, to do all 
this in the name of the late Houſe, when 
in point of fact, the Houſe knew nothing 

of 


IB 


of the matter? know not whether the op- 


7 preſſion to Mr, Haſtings, the injury done to 
the nation, or the diſgrace to the Houſe, is 
to be ranked the firſt in this part of the 
Impeachment. Surely, Sir, theſe are points 


which a regard to your own honour, and 


juſtice to Mr. Haſtings, require you to 


examine in the firſt inſtance. But now 


the great charge is, a wanton ' waſte of 


public money, for private purpoſes, With- 
out fatiguing you with detail upon this 
ſubject, 1 do affirm, that the Peace Eſta- 


bliſhment formed by the Board of Con- 


troul, is above one million ſterling a year 


higher than the Peace Eſtabliſhment of 


any one year of Mr. Haſtings's Adminiſtra- 
tion. Yet I am not ſaying that the In- 


Upon the Journals there is an exact account of 
the expences in Bengal during the whole of Mr, 
Haſtings's adminiſtration. The accounts of the eſta- 
bliſhments formed by the Board of Controul are laid 
annually before Parliament, and they prove that Mr. 


Dundas's peace eſtabliſhment exceeds the higheſt year 


FX I 
o di 


ef Mr. Haſtings's above one million ſterling. 


So. 7 nn ** \ - 
* ö r 


E . 
dia Miniſters made their eſtabliſhments too 
high. It is a curious circumſtance that this 
trial has been protracted to ſuch a length, 
that we are involved in a war in India, 
before its eloſe. But the expences of this 
war are upon a ſcale ſo very widely beyond 
any former expence, that I will not ven- 
ture even to ſtate the difference; and I 
contend, that the bullock contract, to which 
the nght honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) 
alladed, is at Fort St. George about 15 
per cent. higher under, all its circumſtances, 
than that of Bengal; with this addition, 
that there are in the Carnatic army above 
40, ooo bullocks; whereas the number for 
the whole Bengal army was 6,700, 
though that number was not always ſuffi- 
cient. I do not ſay that money is now, or 
was during the laſt war, imprudently ex- 
Funn * ; but under the queſtion of diſ- 

10 by cretion, 


4 #5 4+ + 7 * 


 F There is ſomething ſo ſingular in this bullock 
contract, that I am ſure my readers will approve of 
25 | == 


1 
cretion, all the points which I have men- 


ro ought to have a moſt deliberate at- 
| tention 


my elucidating the ſubject as clearly as I ean. Bul- 
locks in India being appropriated to ſervices ſo very 
different from what they are in Europe or America, I 


am afraid Engliſh gentlemen do not always recolle&t 


that the artillery of an army is drawn by bullocks, 
and they are the only animals uſed for carrying pro- 
viſions; and upon the coaſts of Malabar and cid 
We the camp equipage alſo. 5 80 

It had been a eaſing complaint in Bengal, by 
every officer of eyery rank, that whenever a ſmall 
detachment was under orders of march, bullocks were 
not to be procured. It was a complaint alſo to Go- 
vernment from the collectors, that when the troops 


moved, their diſtricts were ſwept for bullocks, and 


large deduCtions were always claimed by the huſband- 
men on this account. Theſe are facts within my own 
knowledge, and within the knowledge of every Ben- 
gal officer. 


in the moſt forcible manner, although the article un- 
truly ſtates that he made the contract without any 
complaint from the army. The Commander in Chief 
did, in Auguſt, 1778, repreſent the abſolute neceſſity 


o © © 
'$9 
: + 


In 1779 Mr. Haſtings determined to remedy this 
evil, which had repeatedly been repreſented to him 


of putting the army in condition for immediate ſer- 
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13 
tention paid to them. Before I fit down, 


] beg to call upon a very honourable and, 
| reſpec- 


vice, which, he faid, could not poſhbly be done under 
the exiſting contract. In March, 1779, he reiterated 
his complaints, and confirmed them by incloſing the 
following ſurvey of the bullocks on the frontier ſta- 
tion a the _ ; 


C Found fit far ſervice only ſeventy-eight draught 
* bullocks. The remainder_are not of ſize fit for 
c artillery fervice, and moſt of them in very bad 
&« condition. The carriage bullocks are all of them 
<«« unfit for ſervice, e too ſmall, and 1 in very bad 


£6 order. . 
6c Signed 


7.0 B. W [L.D1NG, Lieut. Colonel 1 
te p. Dor r, Major, commanding the Artillery. 
7 Garr, Aſfiſta: ee ee General,” 


The manager, who drew this axtiahes Ane ahet 2, 
ſtrictures paſſed upon this contract by the Court of 
Directors, who, when they wrote them, were in the 
habit of taking their information from their examiner's 
abftraQ, confiding in his accuracy and fidelity, and 
-«pefiing that he would report every thing that was 
material in the conſultations, on each ſubjeQ, as it 
came before them. have very lately, for the firſt 
time, read the abſtract. of the examiner, and I find he 
has totally omitted the moſt material ſentence in one 

Ret of 
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reſpeQable friend of mine, who is ſo well 


calculated to give his ſentiments upon the 
acts, 


of the Commander in Chief's letters, He has alſo 
omitted the ſurvey report above inſerted—a moſt ma- 
terial document. His calculations, alſo, are groſsly 
erroneous; for he merely allows bullocks for field 
trains, not including General Goddard's detachment, 
then on ſervice in the Guzzerat province; nor beeſty 
bullocks, of which a certain number were allowed to 
each corps in the ſervice, to ſupply water to the 
troops. Had the ſubject come fairly before the Direc- 
tors, they would have found 6,700 not an unneſſary 
number in war; and there was a proviſion in the 
contract for reducing the number at the diſcretion of 
Government. It was a fundamental order of the Com- 
pany, that the contract ſhould be annual, and granted 
to the loweſt bidder. The conſequence was, the 
conttact was ſo low that a bullock could not be kept 
for the rate allowed. In 1779, in a ſeaſon of war, a 
contract was concluded for five years, in which it was 
expreſsly ſtipulated, that the bullocks ſhould be of a 
certain ſize (four inches higher than were ever before 
in the ſervice) and age, capable of carrying a certain 
weight ; to be regularly trained and exerciſed ; their. 
drivers, one to every two bullocks, muſtered and 
cloathed in an uniform, and the bullocks to receive 4 
certain quantity of food every day: they were to be 
under the inſpection of the commanding officers and 
commandants of artillery at the ſeveral ſtations. 
E 24 | Under 
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„„ 
facts, and preſent ſtate of Bengal, and 1 
hope, in juſtice to all parties, he will not 
withhold them. | 


Under this contract every corps in the army was 
ready to move at a minute's warning. 


Every objection that ingenuity could invent was 
made by Mr. Francis to this contract, 


1ſt. It was a breach of the poſitive orders of the 
Company, which directed the contract to be annual, 
and to the loweſt bidder. 


2dly. The number of 6, 700 was immoderately 
large. 


3dly. The number of rivers was an uſeleſs ex- 
pence, and an unneceflary increaſe of the followers of 
the army. : 


Achly. The terms were extravagantly high, and the 
period for the contract too long. 


sthly. There was ſcarcely a neceffity for a contract 
at all; few bullocks were neceſſary; and when 
wanted, they could be preſſed, as they always had been. 


Mr. Haſtings promiſed to anſwer each of theſe ob- 
jections, which, to a man who knows any thing of 
ſervice in Iudia, are all frivolous in the extreme, the 

hee | fiſt 


—— 


1 29 ] 
| firſt excepted, which, being an order, is entitled to 
reſpect; but from the preſſure of mote important bu- 


ſineſs, he neglected it: and hence the abſurd blunders 
that many ran into, as to this contract. 


The Company firſt took it up at home; and the 
firſt error into which they were led by adopting Mr. 
Francis's erroneous calculation was, to declare that 
the numbers were too large, and that 4,074 would 
be ſufficient. - But the truth was, that ſo far from 
6,700 being an uſeleſs number, it was not al- 
ways ſufficient — which any man will conceive who 


knows the ſtrength of the Bengal army; and that, 
during the whole war, we had two large detachments 
on foreign fervice, and four fifths of our army in 


the field. Next came the Select Committee, who 
paſſed their ſtriftures upon it; and then the late 
Houſe of Commons, where Sir James Erſkine opened 
it as an article of impeachment. His ſpeech was a 
repetition of Mr. Francig's ohjections, with the addi- 
tion of an appeal to the country gentlemen, aſking 


them what they would think of one driver to each 


pair of their bullocks. Such a queſtion from a Lieu- 


tenant Colonel in his Majeſty's army very naturally 
ſtruck them; they could not conceive him to be igno- / 


rant upon a military point, and therefore ſuppoſed the 
contract to he a ſcandalovs jobb. - But mark the cloſe 
of this buſineſs —As ſoon as the orders arrived for re- 
ducing the bullocks from 6, 700 to 4,074, the 
Commander in Chief aſſured the Council, that the 
latter number would not be ſufficient ; and, in fact, 
many more than 6,700, .were kept up during the 
war, When the number of drivers was ordered to be 

reduced 
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That it ſhould be publickly advertiſed, and given to 


{ 8 ] 
reduced, the Commander in Chief and the Coin- 
mandants of Artillery remonſt rated againſt the re- 


duction, and poſitively dechared, that one driver to 


every pair of bullocks was abſolutely neceffary, and 
had been allowed in every former contract in 
Bengal — a fact well known to every officer. When 
the contractor heard of the clamour that had been 
made in England about this contract, he offered to 
produce all his books, and ſolemnly declared, that 
the whole profit upon the contraft was not more 
than 13 per cent.; from which a lack of rupees, 
of bad debts, was to be deducted: and he added, 
that if the Mahrattas had entered the country, he 
muſt have been ruined. * This ſtatement he gave, and 
offered to confirm upon oath, becauſe the profits upon 
this contract bad been exaggerated in a manner almoſt 
incredible, and becauſe it had made fo much noiſe in 
England. The gentleman is now in England, and can 
* the facts. 


How different has been the fate of Sir Archi- 


bald Campbell! Knowing that the actual ſalvation 


of the country depended upon the proper equipment 
of the army for fer vice, he, in the year 1787, in 
time of peace, though he ſaw the violent proceedings 


againſt Mr. Haſtings, concluded a contract with three 


reſpectable gentlemen for three years, in the teeth of 
thoſe fundamental orders of the Company which it is 
ſo criminal in Mr. Haſtings to diſobey. Thoſe fun- 

damental orders poſitively enjoined that the contract 
for drauglit and carriage bullocks ſhould be annual. 
Vet Sir Archibald Campbell gave it for three years. 


the 


[: 31 
tbe loweſt bidder, taking ſecurity for the due per- 
formance. Vet Sir Archibald Campbell did not ad- 
vertiſe for propoſals at all, but gave it to three gen- 
tlemen, whom he conceived would execute honou- 
rably a ſervice on which the ſafety of the Carnatic de- 
pended. | 


By the terms of this contract two thouſand bul- 

locks were engaged, and in time of war there was to 
be one driver to each pair of bullocks: the total pay 
of bullock and half a driver, two pagodas and nine 
fanams, or nine current rupees a month. The con- 
tract expired in February laſt, and was renewed on the 


ſame terms for three years longer by General Mea - 
dows. Mr. Haſtings's contract, as it is called, al- 


lowed eight rupees, twelve annas ſicca, for each bul - 
lock; its proportion of driver, ſirdar, &c., being ten 


current rupees, two annas The Bengal contract is 
therefore apparently higher than the Madras eontradt 


by about ten and an half per cent. But it is, in point 


of fact, above 15 per cent. lower, as will appear to 


every gentleman who fairly conſiders the W 
ciccuinſiances ; $4 © 


iſt. To every fix pair of Bengal bullocks there 
was one ſirdar, or head driver, ſtated to be abſolutely 
neceſſary; and the wart now of ſirdars, there being 


only one hy the preſent Bengal contract to twenty 
pair of bullocks, is ſtrongly pointed out by Colonel 
kerell to Lord Cornwallis, who has in conſe- 


quence increaſed both their numbers and their pay. 


adly. There. was to be a\ ſtoppage of one rupes a 


month 
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month from the pay of each driver and ſirdar, to fur- 


niſh him with an uniform; and if thoſe two points 


are conſidered, it throws the balance in favour of the 
Bengal contract — for there were no ſirdars in the 
Madras contract, nor any ſtoppage of any Re md | 
their pay for *. | 


3dly. The common Bengal bullocks are much 
larger than thoſe upon the coaſt; but by Mr. Haf- 
tings's contract cach bullock was to be four inches 
higher than. any ever before employed in Bengal; 


they were not to be leſs than four, nor above ſix years 


old, when entertained, and were only to be purchaſed 
at a conſiderable expence in the diſtricts of Tirhoot 


and Due 
$4 5 g a * 7 

Athly. The quantity of food they were to receive 

each day was ſpecified, and was a third more than any 


former allowance. 


5thly. They were to be under the entire direction 


of the commandant of artillery, to be regularly trained 
and exerciſed, and to perform a march of twelve miles 


in __ __ twice a week, as dane _—_ . | 


6thly. The 3 Bengal bullock e carries a fourth : 
more weight than the Madras bullock ; ſo that, in 
point of fact, the Bengal contract of Mr. Haſtings - 
was nearer 20 than 15 per cent. nne n the” 
Madras cant. 


I ſee by the papers before the Houſe, that the Ma- 
dras regulations preſcribe the weight that their bul- 
. locks 


„ 
blocks are to carry; but there is no copy of thoſe re- 


gulations, nor of the Madras contract, at the India 
Houſe. I am, therefore, obliged to truſt to private 


information; but of its accuracy I cannot have a 


doubt, for I ſpeak from the authority of an * 


who ſerved in the laſt, and ferves in the preſent war, 


in the Carnatic, in the command of à battalion of 


Bengal ſepoys; and from the information that I have 
received from reſpectable coaſt officers, now in Eng · 
land, who agree that the load of a coaſt bullock is 
120 pounds; of a Bengal bullock, by Mr. Haftings's 
extract, it was 160 and all to be rejected that could 
not march with that load. 1 do find. indeed; upon 
the Madras conſultations, that thirty bullocks are 
required for an eighteen poùnder; whereas eighteen 
bullocks were the number prefcribed by Mr. Haf- 
ti "_ O contract for dragging a ee 8 INE 5 


If ever this fabje® cotnes' to be — an orator 2 


may obſerve, that Mr. Haſtings is not to be excuſed 


for forming an extravagant contract, becauſe Sir 


Archibald Campbell has formed one ſtill more extra- 
vagant; and as neither the Directors, nor the Board 


of Controul, have as yet given any opinion about the 
Madras contract, it may ſtill undergo their ſevereſt 


cenſure; but I deny that either contract was extra- 
vagant. Both gentlemen, I firmly believe, attended 


to the good of the ſervice, and to that only in form- 
ing theſe contraQs; for it muſt be obvious to an x 
gentleman who knows what an army is, that mini- 
tary ſervice eannot be well conducted, if the moſt im- 
portant branch of it is to depend upon a contract, to - 


be granted anaually, for which every adventurer i ny 


' 


3 

India has à right to bid; and if his terms are the 
ljoweſt, and he can find ſecurity, the contract muſt be 
granted to him, according to the poſitive, fundamental 
orders of the Eaſt- India Company. 


Would it be a compenſation to the nation for the 
loſs of an army, or a province, that a lack of rupees 
was recovered from a contractor's ſecurities? But a 
very material conſideration - ſeems to have totally 
eſcaped all thoſe gentlemeh who contend for a rigid 
obedience ta orders. This fundamental order about 
contracts was ifſued in March, 1770, when all our 
army was in Bengal and Bahar, and all India at peace. 
Our boundary line was then the bank of the Carum- 
naſſa, only five hundred miles from Calcutta; but 
when Mr. Haſtings concluded his contrad, we were 
at war with France and America, with the Mahrattas, 


and with a certainty that France would have a ſtrug- 


gle with us for the empire in India as ſhe had a few 
years after. We had ſeveral detachments on foreign 
ſervice, and ſome battalions almoſt at the foot of the 
Tartarian ,Mountains—above fourteen hundred miles 
from Calcutta. Our frontier line was the fartheſt 

extent of the Nabob Vizier's dominions, who paid 


. liberally for protection, ſince it is in proof that the 


Company received above nine millions ſterling from 
him in ten years. Every part of our army was of 
neceſſity equippe1 (or ought to have been) for ſervice 
at a moment's warning. It is, therefore, both abſurd 
and unjuſt to ſuppoſe that any order iſſued in 1770, 
under one ſtate of affairs, can operate againſt Mr. 
Haſtings, under another ſo widely different. It was 
perfectly true what Mr. Francis ſaid, that, under for- 

; | Ar 


1 N 

mer contracts, bullocks, when wanted, had been 
preſſed. Such a practice was miſchievous in a very 
high degree, diſtreſſing to the huſbandmen, and fell 
ultimately on the Company, by allowed remiffions of 
revenue. But let this contract be compared with the 
expence now incurred, not wantonly, but as I in 
my conſcience believe, neceſſarily incurred for bul- 
locks. Thoſe employed in the preſent war in the 
Carnatic cannot coſt leſs than forty thouſand pounds 
a month, or four hundred and eighty thouſand pounds 
a year. The expence of Mr. Haſtings's contract was 
about fix thouſand five hundred pounds a month, or 
ſeventy- eight thouſand pounds a year. The avowed 
object of that contract was, that every corps in the 
army might be enabled to move at a minute's warn; 
ing. It was concluded in the ſeaſon of War, when 
part of our army was on foreign ſervice, and when no 
man could know what movements might be required 
of the remainder. The army, conſiſting of one regi - 
ment of artillery, three of cavalry, fix battalions of 
European infantry, thirty-three battalions of ſepoys, 
three battalions of native light infantry, and a corps 
of Chaſſeurs, the eſcort of the Commander in Chief 
— each battalion moving at all times with its guns. 
The contract was moſt honourably performed, and 
the gentleman to whom it was originally Om Gied. 
inſolvent. * 


There are caſes in which the evidence of Mr. Haſ- 
tings may with propriety be introduced by me in his 
juſtification : and of this kind is the following, which 
I have extracted from a letter written by him to the 
Court of Directors, a ſhort time after his return to 

F 2 England, 


1 


England, dated the 15th of Auguſt, 1775, in anſwer 
to a reference made by. that Court to him, for his opi- 
nion upon a ſyſtem of military arrangements, which 
had been recently recommended to them by Sir Archi- 


bald Campbell, 


„ General Campbell has juſtly appealed to the ex- 
«+ pexience of the laſt war in India in proof of the 
« utility and peceſſity of employing cavalry ; yet 
« this was not the only de ſect which prevented your 
« late excellent Commander in Chief from ayailing 
« himſelf of the viftozies ſo often obtained - over 
ce Hyder Ally: whoſe principal advantage conſiſted 
« inthe goodnefs of his draught cattle. While ours 
« feebly dfagged their guns, and proceeded with fre- 
« quent hates and the moſt tardy movements, Hyder's 
« fled with a rapidity that eluded all purſuit, hecauſe 
& our infantty could not leave their artillery without 
6 the hazard of loſing it, and of being themſelves cut 
«off by the adverſe horſe. May it not be permitted 
10 me to ſug i eſt, that if in this inſtance more atten- 
tian had been paid to the good, of the fervice than 
6: to economy,. w2 ſhould got have had the [fame 
« _ cauſe to complain of other wants; for if our draught 


A cattle had been equal. to thoſe of the enemy, as- 


& fary conſequence, that, as our carriages are, from 

« their conſtruction, both of lighter and more eaſy 

 <-draught, they would have exceeded the other in 

4 ſpeed, aud rendered their eſcape leſs praQticable, 

from the decided eee Kam a over 
, . aer . 
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" & Bullocks, as to the real want of cavalry” 


| field opere ions, and not to be procured when war has 
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| Colonels Moorhouſe and Campbell and Mr. Cock. 
burn, in the propoſal now * the 1 ore 
we of the OO words: 
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ern 


2 « Ir is Ubenite contaling Rene Sager Foe 
of the army is ordered to take the field, it is not 
<< poſſihle in any reaſonable time to provide and tram 
« good bullocks to enable the troops to move with 


tian defends, The ruinous conſequences of the 

«© want of meaus to move the army, and the inſuſſi- 

& ciency of the preſent mode of furniſhing draught 

% and carriage bullocks, were fully manifeſted du- 

« ring the late war, and is ſufficient to point out the 

* neceſſity of keeping up a fixed eſtabliſhment of 
e ſtrong and well-trained agaught and carriage bul- 
&« locks, which would enable us to purſue the enemy, and 
« {ecure all the advantages of victory, hitherto rendered - 
cc indecifive, as much owing to the draught and carriage 


Lord Cornwallis very ſeverely cenſures the late 
Government of Fort St. George for negleQting to 
furniſh draught and carriage bullocks previous to 
the war, thoſe being indiſpenſably neceſſary for active 
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commenced without infinite difficulty. Such a co- | 
incidence of opinion is the cleareſt proof, if proof | 
were wanting to eſtabliſh what muſt be ſelf evident 
to every man of common ſenſe, that an army is use: | 
lefs, unleſs ſupported with the means of carrying the * 5 | 
| 


ſlores, and dragging the guns neceſſary for offenſive | 1 
operations. That bullocks being uſed for this purpoſe, 6 
3 it 


TY 
49 


„ 
it is not poſſible to procure them by either of Mr. 
Francis's modes. If you get them by an annual con- 
tract, granted to the loweſt bidder, they will be unfit 
for ſervice. If you ſweep a country for them, you will 


reduce the huſbandman to great diſtreſs, and you will 


be diſappointed after all; for untrained bullocks will 
not drag artillery. There is then but one other mode; 
to give the contract, upon fair and liberal terms, to 


men of honour, and for a longer period than one year. 


This Mr. Haſtings did at Bengal. This Sir Archi- 
bald Campbell and General Meadows have done at 
Fort St. og ade of e fands- - 
mental A y 
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